CHEMISTRY   IN  AMERICA
themselves in the arts and sciences, by making useful discoveries that would honor them and promote the interests of the country." It is not surprising, then, that the earliest chemical contribution from this country, bearing the date September 10, 1768, appears on the pages of the Transactions of this Society under the title, "An Analysis of the Chalybeate Waters of Bristol in Pennsylvania," by Dr. John de Normandie, in which the author remarks that " although it must be confessed that a chymical analysis is, in some measure, an uncertain test of the medical virtues of any compound; and that the qualities of its constituent parts, when separated, may not only differ from, but are sometimes opposite to, those of the mixture; yet, when we want the testimony of experience, a chymical analysis is the best means of investigating the truth." He then proceeds to describe his experiences in the analysis of the water:
Experiment I. A small portion of white oak bark, infused in the waters, induced an immediate change from transparency to a dark purple colour, which it retained twenty-four hours, without depositing any sediment.
II.  Some of the same water, after being made hot, or exposed for a few hours to the open air, in a great measure lost its irony taste, and received no other colour than a common tincture from the white oak bark.
III.  One drop of strong oil of vitriol, in two ounces of the water, produced no sensible alteration; and the water after standing some time continues transparent, without depositing any okerish or other sediment to the sides or bottom.
IV.  01. tart. pr. deliq. dropt in some of the same water, induced a change in the colour, rendering it somewhat
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